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necessary, but because, to use his own words, " I
knew that the moment it should be known here that
additional troops were coming, they would assault
me, and thus inaugurate civil war." It is hardly
necessary to say that his knowledge, or belief rather,
that an attack on him, which would be the beginning
of a civil war, would follow the sending to him of
supplies and reinforcements, furnishes not the slight-
est justification for disobedience of orders. For all
that he could tell, the Government might, for reasons
of State policy, be desirous that the civil war, which
was apparently inevitable, should begin at Fort
Sumter. At any rate that was no affair of his; his
duty was to furnish the Government with the infor-
mation required of him; if he needed supplies or
reinforcements either " for his own safety or for a suc-
cessful defence of the post," to say so, and leave the
decision whether to send them or not with those in
whose hands lay the power and therefore the respon-
sibility of sending or withholding them. It needs
hardly to be said that the duty of an officer of the
army to obey his orders is not in the least affected
by the fact that the emergency with which he is
confronted is a civil war and not a foreign war.
This is wholly immaterial. So long as he holds his
commission, the Government has a right to his
obedience and his best services.

Anderson, it must be remembered, however, and
Ms engineer officer, Foster, sent very full and accu-
rate reports to the War Office. It may be, therefore,
that he deemed that he had substantially complied
with the order of the Secretary of War by fully ex-